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REMARKS 1 

In response to the Office Action mailed October 5, 2005, the 
present application has been carefully reviewed and amended. Entry of 
the amendment and reconsideration of the application are respectfully 
requested. 

Rejections under 35 USC 5112 

The claims have been amended to address each of the outstanding 
rejections under 35 USC §1 12, and are thus believed in compliance with 
35 USC §11 2. 

Rejections under 35 USC 5102 

Claims 8-10 stand rejected under 35 USC §1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Visitacion et al (US 3,595,202). The Examiner asserts 
Visitacion discloses "one or more longitudinally fixable clamps (21) to 
hold the sleeve on the staff." [Paper 100105. p. 2] 

Applicant respectfully submits the ejements 21 of Visitacion are not 
"longitudinally fixable." As seen in the reproduced figures below, 
elements 21 are integrally formed of the tubular member or sleeve device 
1 2, which "can axially slide on shaft 1 1 but is prevented from rotating 
about the shaft by at least one dog screw 1 8 or other suitable means 
arranged for engaging keyway 1 7." [Col. 2, Lns. 26 - 30] 

i 

i 
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Further, as stated in Visitacion, "a relatively short tubular sleeve is 
axially movable up and down on the rod, but is prevented from rotating 
about it." [Col. 1, Lns 31 - 33]. 

Again, "a tubular member or sleeve device 12 which is slidably 
mounted on shaft 1 1 ." [Col. 2, Lns. 14-15] 
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As amended, Claim 8 recites "one or more longitudinally fixed 
clamps holding the sleeve on the flag pole staff." As this limitation is 
neither shown nor described in Visitacion, and is actually expressly 
contrary to Visitacion, Applicant respectfully submits the rejection of 
Claims 8-10 has been overcome. 

Rejections under 35 USC 6103 

Claims 1-4 

Claims 1 - 4 stand rejected under 35 USC §103 as being 
unpatentable over Visitacion in view of Shemitz (US 5,096,151). The 
Examiner relies upon Visitacion to disclose the connector 31 "being fixed 
longitudinally" relative to the staff." [Paper 100105, page 3] 

Element 31 of Visitacion is a radially extending arm which bears 
against a ream shaped members or plates 27 and 28 which in turn are 
connected to the axially translating sleeve 12. 
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Therefore, Applicant respectfully submits Visitacion does not 
disclose "the connector being fixed longitudinally relative to the staff." 

Amended Claims 1 - 4 recite in part, "the connector being fixed 
longitudinally to the staff." As this limitation is directly contrary to 
Visitacion, Applicant respectfully submits that these amended laims are in 
condition for allowance. 

Claims 5 -7 and 11-13 

Claims 5 - 7 and 11 - 1 3 stand rejected under 35 USC §103 as 
being unpatentable over Visitacion in view of Shemitz. 

Visitacion is again relied upon to disclose "the connectors being 
fixed at a spaced longitudinal distance apart." [Paper 1 001 05, p. 4] 

As set forth in addressing the rejection of Claims 1 - 4, connectors 
31 and 32 of Visitacion are axially moveable along the flag pole 11. 

As amended, Claim 5 recites in part, "the connectors being fixed to 
the staff at a spaced longitudinal distance apart." As this limitation is not 
shown by either of the references and expressly contrary to at least the 
primary reference, Applicant respectfully submits the rejection under 35 
USC §1 03 has been overcome. 

Claim 14 

Claim 14 stand rejected under 35 USC §103 in view of Visitacion 
and Chrichton (US 1,855,824). 

As Claim 1 4 depends from Claim 8 and includes all the limitations 
thereof, and thus recites "one or more longitudinally fixed clamps [(to]] 
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holding the sleeve on the flag pole staff," which is not disclosed by either 
reference and is expressly contrary to the primary reference. Applicant 
respectfully submits the amended Claim 14 Is in condition for allowance. 

Therefore, Applicant respectfully submits all the pending claims, 
Claims 1-14 are in condition for allowance and such action is earnestly 
solicited. If, however, the examiner believes that any further issues 
remain, the examiner is cordially invited to call the undersigned so that 
such matters can be promptly resolved. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: January 5, 2006 




Hartek, Sec rust <fc emery t.t,p 



1 600 Bausch & Lomb Place 
Rochester, New York 4604 
Telephone: 585-232-6500 
Fax: 585-232-2152 
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